Minutes of Wimberley Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting
August 19,2001  5:00p.m.  Wimberley City Hall

Committee Chair Kris Cusack presiding

1. Present: Kathleen Cline, Fred Franz, Dell Hood, Jane Morton, Thad Nance, Council Mermber
Martha Knies
Absent: Gary Pigg

2. Minutes of July 10 meeting approved as submitted.

3. Martha Knies provided Committee members an update on matters of interest since July 10.

A. The City Council is preparing a budget for the 2002 fiscal year. In the current year,
the city has spent more than $4,000 on parks and recreation but no money was budgeted for this
activity at the start of the year. City Council is very concerned to hold next year’s spending to
lowest possible amount. Martha asked for ideas on what expenses we may incur and how much
we should ask for in new budget. Committee members identified the following as areas where we
may have expenses: printing a brochure to inform public about parks and recreation activities;
contingency for acquisition of new sites (including escrow, surveys, legal fees, environmental
assessments, etc.); grant writers’ fees; conference fees for committee members. Committee
discussed appropriate amount to request; Fred Franz moved to request $12,000 from Council,
Jane Morton seconded, motion approved 6-0.

B. Valerie Bristol and Frank Sheppard of the Trust for Public Land office in Austin
visited recently and were very impressed by the site along Cypress Creek. They both said the
property is a classic piece of Texas Hill Country and a rare piece of land that may never be
available again,

C. Mayor Linda Hewlett has agreed to write an article about the Cypress Creek site for
the Wimberley View.

D. Grant request to LCRA: Everything seems to be on hold at present. Martha has not
seen the grant request. Last Friday she learned LCRA needs to have twa types of documents:
Letters of Support, from a broad cross-section of the community; and Letters of Commitment,
stating intent to make financial contributions or in-kind support to City’s acquisition of the site.
The LCRA grant deadline is September 15; Committee agreed to have all possible letters on hand
by September 7.

E. Martha distributed a preliminary design for the entrance to Cypress Creek Nature
Trail, submitted by Charles Roccaforte. Committee members were concerned that they were not
consulted on this, but agreed that the design is attractive and could be used with a few
adaptations, Committee suggested to reduce the number of benches; add a play scape; only two
rest rooms are needed, not four; the design and layout should be simple and in the Wimberley
scale, .
F. Conservation Easement: Martha participated in a meeting with Mayor Hewlett,
Council Member Tony McGee, Joe Day, and Malcolm Harris and Mary Gibson of the Cypress
Creek property owners group, to discuss Mr. Harris’s proposal to create a conservation easement
on the Cypress Creek site. Mr. Harris’s group has decided to support the city acquisition of the
property, with a conservation easement that will strictly limit the amount and type of
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improvements and activities permitted on the site. Committee members agreed a conservation
easement is one possible way to handle the site, but that it is highly unlikely the sellers would
agree to an easement. Committee members agreed that other parties to the project (Lions Club,
Texas Parks & Wildlife, LCRA, GBRA) should be consulted to see how it may affect their
participation in the project

4. Committee reviewed a draft of a one-sheet brochure on the Cypress Creek Nature Area
prepared by Martha. Committee unanimously agreed that a brochure would be useful and
approved the draft after making minor changes and corrections in language.

5. Committee agreed to postpone approaching business owners on the Square about supporting
the Nature Area until several pending issues are settled.

6. Kris asked for discussion of the Subdivision Ordinance’s provision of donation or seta-aside of
land for parks and recreation use. Dell read relevant parts of Chapter 42000 of the Ordinance.
Kris asked Dell to discuss a Parks Overlay with the Planning and Zoning Commission.

7. Blanco River property: Michael Robinson has offered the city the use of part of his Blanco
River property for park land, but has not offered to sell it. Committee members discussed the
offer but came to no conclusion.

8. Committee adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Recorded by Dell Hood



