Minutes of Wimberley Parks and Recreation Commitiee Meeting
February 21, 2001

1. The Parks and Recreation Committee of the Wimberley City Council met at City Hall on
February 21, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. Council member Martha Knies and committee members Kris
Cusack, Kathleen Cline, Fred Franz, Dell Hood, and Jane Morton were present; member Thad
Nance was absent. Martha announced that Bob Shearer has resigned from the committee.

2. Minutes of the February 4, 2001 meeting were approved.

3. Guest speakers Ann and Norm Rolling, creators and directors of the Emily Ann Theater, were
introduced. Ann summarized the history of the Theater - it was created as a permanent memorial
to their daughter Emily Ann, who died in an auto accident in 1996, on five acres of land given by
the Wimberley school board under a 99-year lease. The mission of the Theater is “to honor the
dignity of the human spirit.” The Theater is now the permanent home of the only high-school-
based summer Shakespeare festival in the United States, as well as the site for a number of other
theatrical activities. The Theater has begun a building campaign, to put up a concession stand and
rest rooms, and to create a “Village Green” for various activities. Of special interest to the
committee is the fact that the 6.7 acre tract of land between the Theater and RR 2325 is now for
sale. The Rollings want to acquire this tract for the Theater to provide a green buffer between it
and the highway, and to blend it into the Theater’s cultural space by creating “the mystique of a
medieval forest.” As parkland, Ann suggested it could also be used to interpret the history of the
Wimberley area through the trees and other plants used by native Americans and early European
settlers. The tract is within the Wimberley city limits, its northern boundary forming the northern
city limit fine. The Rollings want to apply for grants to LCRA and Texas Parks & Wildlife to
cover the $345,000 asking price. Ifthey are successful in buying the land, they are interested in
entering a cooperative agreement with the City on management and use of the land as a joint
Emily Ann Theater/City park.

The committee had questions about how the land would be used and how the Theater and
City would divide management responsibilities. The Rollings envision keeping the land as natural
as possible, “to preserve its mystical aspects™, with it being used for creative space, trails for
children, and as an outdoor lab for environmental studies for schools and other groups; Norm sees
it as an “ecology park.” The specifics of management would have to be worked out between this
committee, under guidelines from the City Council and our lawyers, and the Emily Ann board, but
everyone agreed this would not be difficult. The committee agreed that the City could use this
type of park, that this seems to be a good deal for everyone and that this site could become our
first city park. The Rollings agreed to keep us informed as the project develops.

4. Dell reported that the Master Plan subcommittee has begun reviewing the P&R Master Plan
from Seguin to see what we need to include in our plan and how we can adapt it to our situation.
He believes the group could produce at least an initial draft using the Seguin document as a guide.
Kathleen suggested we also look at plans from Dripping Springs, Blanco, Salado, Round Rock or
other communities more like us than Seguin; Martha said she could get the Dripping Springs plan
for us. The subcommittee will continue its work, especially on drafiing sections on Goals and
Objectives.



2.

5. Kathleen asked how we should approach our task. Where do we start, now that we have the
possibility of the Emily Ann park before us? Martha responded that we now have two possible
park properties to consider - the Emily Ann site and a waterfront park downtown - and we may
have to put these into a priority order, although she would like to pursue both possibilities. The
Emily Ann site seems more doable while creekfront property will take more time and be more
expensive. There was discussion of the efforts of the Lions Club to buy parkland, but it is unlikely
that could happen as quickly as the Emily Ann site.

6. Martha said the Comprehensive Planning Commission is making plans for the entire city, and
parks will be one of the land uses designated in the Comprehensive Plan and in the zonmg
ordinance. The committee agreed that it would be useful to have the Rollings present their plans
to the Planning Commission, Martha will arrange for this. The committee agreed that the Emily
Ann project looks good, the Theater would be a good partner for us to work with, and it would
be appropriate for us to issue a statement supporting the Theater to use in its grant applications.

7. Kiris noted that what we have been talking about comes under agenda item E - Strategies on
Park Development - and reviewed the possible park and recreations sites we have discussed: the
Emily Ann Theater, & Lions Club property, a site on River Road (Martha said the River Road site
is being developed privately as a hotel but that the owner is amenable to having some parkland as
part of the development). '

8. Martha noted that Bob Shearer has resigned from the committee for personal reasons, and
asked if anyone would be able to take over his work of putting our inventory of current facilities
into a computer. Jane Morton volunteered to do so.

9. The next meeting of the committee was set for 5:00 p.m. on Sunday March 11. The
commitiee adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m.

Recorded by Dell Hood.



