
Minutes of Wimberley Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting
February 4 2001

1 The Parks and Recreation Committee of the Wimberley City Council met at City Hall on

February 4 2001 at 500pm Council member Martha Knies and committee members Kris

Cusack Kathleen Cline Fred Franz Dell Hood Thad Nance and Bob Shearer were present
member Jane Morton was absent

2 Minutes of the January 21 2001 meeting were corrected and approved

3 Guest speaker David Baker member of the Hays County Parks and Recreation Board was

introduced David summarized the history of the board created about two yeazs ago and its

present projects and capabilities The Board has completed a public opinion survey ofneeds
which sampled a randomly selected group of1000 county residents and cost8500 Martha

handed out copies of an article from The Wimberley View ofJuly 8 2000 which reported the

surveysfindings According to this article the survey found an overwhelming number of

county residents want to preserve open spaces for future generations A lazge number of

respondents said the county does not have enough parks and recreation opportunities and should
work toward acquiring and managing parks At present there is only one county park Dudley
Johnson Park along the Blanco River in San Marcos David agreed that we could use any parts of
the survey that apply to Wimberley although the small number of respondents in our area might
make it scientifically invalid Bob suggested we could do our own informal survey distributing a

questionnaire at key locations in town such as Brookshire Brothers and other public spots The

county boazd has also developed an inventory of current and potential facilities and has created a

resource information base of all land in the county computerized in a Geographic Information

System GIS The GIS data is available as a series ofmaps with approximately 50 overlays
giving specific information such as soils slope watersheds floodplains endangered species
habitat woodlands scenic areas etc David had several maps as examples an interesting one

shows the few remaining large undeveloped tracts left in Hays County set against all the

developed and platted tracts

The board is now in the process of developing a parks and recreation master plan funded

by grants from several sources The plan will enable the county to develop a strategy on what

additional land to acquire ForPR development will set priorities and outline funding options
To carry out any larger PR operations the county will have to create a pazks and recreation

department David said we in Wimberley could work from the countys master plan adapting
whatever is useful for our specific needs The maps provide much detailed information especially
on the Cypress Creek watershed A master plan is very important because it enables us to put all

relevant information into one document which we can then use to build public support for

whatever we hope to do and it is almost indispensable to compete for grants It will show that we

will be capable of managing what we propose to do

David said the parks board is trying to get county commissioners to revise subdivision

regulations to require developers to include a certain amount of open space for public use to

include buffer strips along streams and roads and to leave hilltops open and undeveloped Asked

if he knows of any joint use agreements between private landowners and municipalities for park
land David said there is one in a community north of Austin providing a trail network on a tract



of more thand700 acres which links three communities He said a federal law passed last year
will make funds from the lease of federal offshore land to oil companies available to states

although the amount allowed forPR facilities was severely reduced by the Senate

4 The committee thanked David for his presentation and his offers of help from the county

5 The committee moved onto Agenda item B Continue to expand inventory Bob Shearer

asked again for the responses committee members have gathered so that he can put them into the

database he is developing Some of the first responses have been spotty and we need to go back

to ask for more details from some people if possible He asked for a date by which we should try
to have our inventory finished The committee agreed that we should aim to have covered 60

75 ofour area by March 1 so that we will have some idea of the size of our inventory and the

types of facilities in the azea Martha handed out a sheet she got from the county board listing
recreation facilities in the Wimberley area open to the public but it is a short list and the

information on each site is too brief for our needs

6 Kris Martha Bob and Mayor Linda Hewlett met with the President of the Lions Club and

other Lions to learn what the Lions may be planning for park development The Lions began
their effort to acquire a site for a Lions Pazk which would be open to the public before

Wimberley incorporated last year In their vision for this pazk it would be a preserved open

space with no sports facilities concessions or playground equipment They were interested in a

specific site but have not yet completed fundraising or price negotiations with a seller They are

still talking with concerned parties and seazching for other suitable sites Martha handed out a

onepage summary of the Lions Vision and Concept for their park Kris pointed out that if the

Lions develop a partnership arrangement with the city government they would not have to get the

park effort registered as a separate charitable taxexempt entity which can be a long and difficult

paperwork process

7 Martha said she had learned the Blue Hole property is under contract and thus probably not

available for public acquisition The plans of the current and prospective owners are not cleaz
although there aze a number of outside factors which could influence the availability ofBlue Hole

for recreational use including sewage systems on it and adjoining properties and the decisions of

the Planning and Zoning Commission In view of these facts the committee agreed that it may be

better for us to focus on working with the Lions Club on acquiring and developing a site This

puts us in the position now of looking at three different types of recreation sites sports facilities a

scenic open area for use as a park and one or more pocket parks on small parcels in and around

the center ofWimberley

8 Martha said she has talked with the Wimberley EMS people about a sand volleyball court they
put in on the back part of their property and was astounded to learn that as many as 100 children

use it daily sometimes into the early morning hours This lot is now in its second season and

EMS is refining its ideas on how it will be used EMS told Martha they would consider adding
one or more horseshoes pits The committee agreed we should commend the EMS people for

their great efforts and community involvement


