WIMBERLEY PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
MAY 16, 2007
WIMBERLEY CITY HALL, 12111 RANCH ROAD 12, WIMBERLEY, TEXAS

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Board Vice President Horace Wilson.
Present: Christine Byrne, Malcolm Harris, Dell Hood, Linda Hudson, Thad Nance, Horace
Wilson. Excused: Jan Fulkerson, Tim Thompson. Absent: Mark Bursiel.

1. Minutes; 4
Minutes of meeting of April 18, 2007 were approved as submitted by vote of 5-0, with Linda
Hudson abstaining.

2. Citizen Comments: None.

3. Reports . :

A. Mill Race project: Malcolm reported on discussions with his neighbors on Mill Race Lane.
There were no significant complaints from the group about people in the Cypress Creek Nature
Trail entering Cypress Creek, except for those who go to the little waterfall at Merry Gibson’ s
property. Malcolm proposed as a solution additional signs at that point and the use of barriers of
natural material such as tree limbs. All those in the Mill Race Lane group agreed this was an
appropriate solution.

B. Village staff: City Administrator Don Ferguson

1. Cypress Creek Nature Trail: A delegation of officials of the U.S. National Park Service visited
both the Nature Trail and Blue Hole recently and were very impressed by the work the Village is
doing in park and recreation development. The signs for the CCNT are finished and will be
installed soon. The bids for the restrooms were higher than the City expected. It may turn out
that the City will build a single-unit, handicapped accessible unisex facility at the CCNT. He is
looking at the possibility of another restroom on the back side of the Square.

ii. Blue Hole: A prison team did an intensive cleaning and trash removal and mowed the grass
around the Hole. Because of the extensive asbestos problem in the existing structures, the cost to
remove them could be as high as $15,000 or more, and it will be a very complex process. The
City will hire temporary seasonal workers to keep Blue Hole open this summer. He has met with
the Johnson family on the trespass problem and is working on improving law enforcement in the
park; additional signage may also be used to warn people not to trespass across the creek.

4. Discussion and Action

A. Improvements at Blue Hole:

Board members noted the Blue Hole master plan calls for restoration and protection of the
riparian area along Cypress Creek and expressed concernt about protection of native plants and
natural areas when the park is open. City Administrator Ferguson said he is aware of the need to
protect critical areas; some parts of the park will be fenced for their protection.
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Board members discussed the next steps to be taken in developing specific facilities and recreation
areas of the park. Mr. Ferguson proposed the Board designate a subcommittee to work with him
and representatives of the Friends of Blue Hole and the groups which have contributed funds for
designated facilities. Thad, Horace, and Malcolm volunteered as subcommittee members. Mr.
Ferguson will schedule a meeting. "

B. Invasive species survey:

Board members discussed the extent of the Asian marshweed infestation and the problems in
eradicating it. With the creek level as high as it is now and the flow as strong as it is, the
conditions are not very good for a removal effort now. Mr. Ferguson suggested Board members
approach other landowners along the creek to inform them of the problem and engage their
support.

5. Work Session

A. Park use policy:

Board members agreed the park rules need to have language covering use by parties. They
agreed to use the policy the City adopted for use of Blue Hole by parties. They discussed the
need to prevent effluent disposal in the Nature Trail below the bluff, in the area covered by the
conservation easement. Concerning parking at the Nature Trail, Mr. Ferguson noted the
Transportation Advisory Board has recommended against allowing parking at the entrance. He
will consult with the sheriff’s office on ensuring the rules on camping are enforced.

B. Parks master plan:
Board members agreed the master plan adopted in 2001 needs to be revised. Mr. Ferguson will
provide paper copies for Board members to review and comment on.

C. Blue Hole Master Plan:

Board members received copies of the summary of the master plan as written by the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center and discussed implementation of the plan. They agreed by unanimous
consensus to concentrate first on trail development, which can be done with volunteers and prison
workers. They agreed the park needs signs to direct hikers along the trails.

6. Board member reports

A. Announcements: A benefit showing of the film, Asfronaut Farmer, will be held at Corral
Theater to support the Friends of Blue Hole, on May 18, 19, and 20.

B. Future Agenda items: Improvements at Blue Hole; invasive species.

7. Adjournment: Board meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.
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