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Board members discussed the conditibns in Mr McCulloughs previous Variance

request safety aspects the justification of a tower being 90 feet in height in order to

accomplish the radio communication needed for Mr McCulloughs purposes Mr

McCullough said the proposed location of the tower is 151 feet to the edge of the road
and cited the only objection was from an adjoining property owner and that the

proposed structure cannot be seen from the home on this adjoining property

Chair Vansant stated that three criteria to be met before a variance may be granted
regarding antennas specifically that the variance is not contrary to the public interest
that due to special conditions a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in

unnecessary hardship and that the spirit of the ordinance will be observed and

substantial justice will be done She said that she did not see any of these addressed

with specificity Discussion followed between Board members and Mr McCullough
regarding specifications to be provided Mr McCullough stated this is not the same

antenna as in the previous case but that the same specifications presented previously
would apply and that this would be addressed in the Building Permit procedure

Chair Vansant opened the Public Hearing

City Administrator Steve Harrison submitted iwo 2 letters for the record one dated

June 20 2005 from Roy L Mitchell the new owner of the adjoining property who could

not be in attendance at the meeting and the second from Wimberley resident Glenn

Fryer

Malcolm Harris Jerre Cope Merry Gibson Scott Weaver and Bill Johnson all property
owners on or near Mill Race Lane spoke in favor of granting the variance and had no

opposition to the antenna facility

Susan Thurber cited research she had done and presented an article from which she

read to the Board She is opposed to the granting of the variance and the precedent
which would be set

Chuck Anema and Ron Freeman spoke in favor of the variance being granted on behalf

of amateur HAM radio operators

Glenn Fryer said that the most important consideration of the Board of Adjustment
should be the public interest and that the setbacks in this case are contrary to public
interest and that a variance would undermine the ordinance

Bob Flocke said that amateur radio is within the public interest and spoke favorably for

the granting of the variance

The Public Hearing Closed

Mr McCullough was again allowed to address the Board He spoke of HAM radio

facilities and the coordination between major cities for emergency purposes He also

addressed the issues of the tower falling and of retracting the antenna when not in use

A discussion with Board members followed regarding times of antenna usage and

retraction the height required and the setbacks involved Mr McCullough referred the

Boards attention to a graph with elevation response patterns and said he would submit

documentation at a later date justifying the necessity for the requested height of the

antenna Discussion followed regarding the provisions in the Antenna Ordinance

The Board recessed at740 p m and reconvened at 750 pm

Mr McCullough discussed grandfathering and felt he did not have to comply with the

Antenna Ordinance since he had purchased his property prior to the adoption of the

Ordinance The City Administrator advised the Board that the application for the
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