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Flocke expressed thanks for PECs Light the Nny program contribution on behalf of the

Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the Wimberley Chamber of Commerce

3 City Administrator Report

Status report on activities of the PEC Triangle Committee

City Administrator Ferguson reported on ongoing efforts to gather information and public input
including a public notice requesting ideas from citizens

Status report on City Committee Review of the proposed NonPoint Source Pollution
Ordinance

City Administrator Ferguson reported that selected Planning and Zoning commissioners will be

meeting with WaterWastewater Advisory Boazd members and staff in anticipation of bringing a

recommendation to Council in the neaz future

Status report on 2009 Spring Walkcosponsored by the Mayors Fitness Council

City Administrator Ferguson reported on the positive feedback received from parties involved in
this populaz and successful event which enjoyed the added benefit ofperfect weather

Status report on 2009 operations plan for the BlueIIole Regional Park

City Administrator Ferguson reported that fulltime season operations begin on Memorial Day
weekend and run drrough Labor Day

Status report on efforts underway to secure state and federal funding for the Downtown

Wastewater Project

City Administrator Ferguson reported that the WaterWastewater Advisory Board is nearing a

decision after holding meeting discussions on rulespriorities and financing details

Status report on activities of the Wimberley Municipal Court

Ciiy Administrator Ferguson reported that the Court will hold its first trial on Tuesday April 7
2009 at 1000am

Status report on activities of the City Marshal

City Administrator Ferguson reported on continued merchant contact and downtown traffic
enforcement efforts He noted that efforts are ongoing to resolve problems associated with the feral

hog population and enforcement of other nuisance ordinances such as noise regulations
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formation of a reservoir formerly proposed Cloptins Crossing Dam Mr Reitz cautioned against
continual well drilling and asked that Council offer a resolution against full TWC Chapter 36

authority for HTGCD as protection for Wimberleys property rights and economic interests
Councilmember Larson recalled that the Cloptins Crossing Dana project was stopped by opposition
from an unnamed Wimberley group

In response to Mr Reitz assertions on the fairness of ad valorem taxation Councilmember Thurber
noted that a property tax is not necessary to fund this mechanism and perhaps a well fee could be

imposed as a fair alternative and conservation incentive Councihnember Thurber noted no

complaints of property right infiingement by other Texas groundwater districts Mr Reitz felt that

potential for abuse of power exists whether or not complaints have been registered

Wimberley resident Tom Huth spoke in favor of aggressive policies to protect groundwater but
felt that specific changes to onerous wording of certain TWC Chapter 36 sections would alleviate
fears of its application He noted concerns with taxation property rightseminent domain and
broad powers granted under TWC Chapter 36 Mr Huth stated that a lazge source of water usage
could be alleviated by the elimination of a sizeable percentage of ash juniper commonly referred to

as cedar trees Because of lus previously stated concerns Mr Huth recommended that Council not

support tlils version of TWC Chapter 36 authority for HTGCD

Texas River Systems Institute representative Jason Pinchback spoke in support of full TWC

Chapter 36 authority for HTGCD He higlilighted his organizationsCypress Creek project and
noted scientific results showing that Cypress Creek Jacobs Well and the Trinity Aquifer are all
interconnected He stated the importance of sustainable groundwater management particularly
during times of drought when there is danger of mining the aquifer He felt that HTGCD and the

community should be empowered with the ability to better grasp the science in order to better

manage the aquifer Compared to the Edwards Aquifer Mr Pinchback stated that the Trinity
Aquifer has less capacity to hold water and maintain low levels of pollution and is more susceptible
to contamination and drought conditions He closed with his organizationsexpression of support
for full TWC Chapter 36 authority for HTGCD

Wimberley Planning and Zoning Commissioner David Glenn spealting as anonpartisan
metaphorical drop of water identified water as the most precious critical resource for the

Wimberley Valley He hoped to cool down the rhetoric on this issue and focus on solutions for key
issues and realities He acknowledged pressures on Council and equated those pressures with those

placed on the Trinity Aquifer and the equitable allocation of its water resources Commissioner
Glenn referred to Kyle Mayor Mike Gonzalez comment on water as a basic right and noted that
western Hays County has the most legislatively flawed and handicapped groundwater district in
Texas Commissioner Glenn commented on a proposal by State Representative Patrick Rose asking
flee highly regarded HTGCDsBoard to place an inequitable twoyeaz surchazge on Wimberley
Water Supply and Aqua Texas customers to be used for research only Commissioner Glenn stated
that viable mediation and equitable allocation is needed in order to settle disputes over water

resources and supported granting full TWC Chapter 36 to HTGCD He reminded of the powers that
voters have in electing HTGCD Boazd members and thanked Council for its time and consideration
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In response to Councilmember Thurbers inquiry Commissioner Glenn replied that he is not an

HTGCD Board member and clarified that the proposed surcharge is restricted for research purposes
for a period of two years only Discussion between Councilmember Thurber and HTGCD

representative Jack Hollon addressed the quality scientific and geologicalhydrological research
that HTGCD has received recognition for by various entities

Wimberley resident Susan Nemiey cited US Census data on Hays County growth and stated the
need for water conservation and education such as cedar removal programs Due to the fast area

growth rate Ms Nenney cautioned on the vulnerability of Hays County as a critical risk She felt
that HTGCD should not be the weakest groundwater district in Texas supported by wimpy
legislation Ms Nenney stated that we cannot afford to wait until the last drop of scientific data is

reported to act and noted that imposition of an ad valorem tax must be approved by voters She

questioned why State Senator Jeff Wentworth State Representative Patrick Rose and Council
would want the weakest district in Texas and urged Council to strongly support TWC Chapter 36

authority for HTGCD

Wimberley resident Louis Hart stated that he utilizes rainwater harvesting and warned against use

of scare tactics such as taxation and loss of personal liberties He cautioned that lack of water will

harm Wimberleysbeauty and property values He provided the analogy of the fire departments
right to enter properties as an example of the perspective needed when understanding potential
impact on property rights by groundwater districts in efforts to prevent abuse of groundwater
resources Mr Parks emphasized that Councils decision could have anlongterm impact on the
entire community and hoped that Council will be able to look back with pride for its decision to

support TWC Chapter 36 authority for HTGCD Mr Parks closed by stressing Councils longterm
decisionmalting impact and asked that it not let down the community

Kay Rogers felt that the possibility of Councils inaction will exacerbate future lack of available
water and acknowledged that despite flaws TWC Chapter 36 authority works well in other Texas

groundwater districts as evidenced by lack of complaints She questioned why HTGCD should not

have full Chapter 36 powers and noted that voters must ultimately decide whether or not an ad
valorem tax should be implemented Ms Rogers feared running out of water and commented on

meters as valuable aquifer monitoring tools for HTGCD She cautioned against lack of funding for
data collection that may impact development in northwestern Hays County which could proceed
unchecked to the detriment of the aquifer Ms Rogers stated that Councils obligation is to look at

facts not fears to decide what will benefit the majority now She closed by noting that granting
HTGCD full TWC Chapter 36 authority should work as well here as for districts in the rest of
Texas

No more public comments were heard and Mayor Haley opened Council discussion

Councilmember Thurber feared disastrous effects from the legislatures failure to act earlier this
week by not offering legislation that would expand HTGCDs authority under TWC Chapter 36
He hoped that Council will approve of such additional authority to HTGCD as a sign of support for
State officials Councilmember Flocke spoke in favor of a resolution in support but stated lus

understanding that should such a resolution be approved no action is forthcoming in this legislative
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Councihnember Flocke requested that City Administrator Ferguson set up the next Mayors
Fitness Council meeting with acting Chair Judy Dunn
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As a future agenda item Councilmember Thurber requested consideration of action to enhance

commLmication among various boardscommissions and City Council

Hearing no further announcements or future agenda items Mayor Haley called the meeting
adjourned

Adjournment Council meeting adjourned at 754pm

Recorded by

Cara McPartland

These minutes approved on the 16th ofApril 009

APPROVED
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